Gold(I)-catalyzed protodecarboxylation of (hetero)aromatic carboxylic acids.
Golden delivery: A gold(I)-NHC complex catalyses the protodecarboxylation of various (hetero)aromatic acids. This methodology is simple, highly efficient and combines both the advantages of copper and silver methods with applications to completely deactivated substrates. Moreover, intermediates in this reaction have been isolated and fully characterized and provide fundamental insights into the mechanism of protodecarboxylation with gold.